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Preface

The objective of the Swine Nutrition Guide
remains the same: to provide the reader with a
simple, easy-to-read source of practical information
on the nutrition of the pig. Fundamentally, the pig
has changed little since 1989 when the first edition
was released; of course, genetic progress has been
impressive, but the list of nutrients required by the
pig and how they are used have remained much the
same.

What has changed over the past 6 years is the
tremendous growth in knowledge on how to define
nutrient requirements and how to provide these
nutrients more precisely and effectively with a
keener eye to economics. Perhaps even more
striking has been the rapid progress of pork produc-
ers in their ability to take advantage of this informa-
tion and apply it “on the farm.”

The target audience of the Swine Nutrition Guide
also remains the same: pork producers, workers in
agribusiness and extension, and students. The
common interest is information on how the pig uses
nutrients, how to determine the nutrient require-
ments of a given class of swine and how feedstuffs
can be most effectively employed in the diet. We
sincerely hope that the Guide continues to fill this
need - serving as a single source reference on these
topics.

The book is not intended to make all readers pig
nutritionists, but rather to provide an understanding
and appreciation for the importance of a holistic
approach to the subject; the pig does not exist in a
vacuum and to be successful, feeding programs
must be designed with many factors in mind,
including genetics, the environment, herd health
and, of course, economics.

The format of the second edition remains the
same as the first. Chapters 1, 2 and 3 provide
background on the more fundamental aspects of
nutrition. Chapter 4 describes more than 40 com-
mon ingredients, including recommendations on
how they might be used in pig diets. Chapter 5 then
explains how to successfully formulate diets,

emphasizing a balanced approach to this sometimes
complex subject but also briefly explaining the
specific mechanics as well.

Chapters 6 to 9 discuss the day-to-day feeding of
various classes of swine. Because nutrition cannot
be considered in isolation, other aspects of manage-
ment are also included. The authors have taken a
more factorial approach to the design of feeding
programs than in the first edition. This reflects
what we believe to be a growing trend in pig nutri-
tion - to define nutrient requirements on the basis of
specific traits and desired levels of productivity,
with economics being considered in all instances.

Chapter 10 considers the processing and manufac-
turing of pig diets, a step that is often taken for
granted - at considerable peril. Mixing and delivery
of feed to the pig represents the final step in the
nutrition continuum. Failure to manufacture diets
properly can erase any gains achieved through
improved diet formulation or ingredient selection!

Chapter 11 provides information on toxins or
antinutritional factors that may be present in feeds
and feedstuffs, either as a consequence of contami-
nation or due to the natural composition of the
feedstuff itself. A new chapter (12) on water has
been added to the second edition of the Swine
Nutrition Guide, discussing both nutritional and
quality issues.

We trust that the interests of the individual pig are
not lost in the pages of this book. Readers will note
that considerations of pig behaviour creep into
many chapters as we learn more about this aspect of
the animal that we serve - and who has served us so
well. Our respect and affection for this creature, at
once both intelligent and stubborn, fun and frustrat-
ing, neat and messy, motivate us to again dedicate
the Swine Nutrition Guide to the pig.

J.F. Patience
PA. Thacker
C.FM. de Lange
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