Banff Pork Seminar Sis3dian

BREAKOUT SESSION 1: Swine Health

By Geoff Geddes

Part one - Preparedness for a foreign animal
disease: Is the swine industry ready?

If you thought putting your foot in your mouth was awkward, try dealing with Foot-and-Mouth disease (FMD).
As part of his work, Dr. Chris Byra of Byra Consulting has encountered the latter (and maybe the former). In the
process, Dr. Byra has seen first-hand the need to prevent a foreign animal disease (FAD) from affecting the swine
industry and, in case we can't, the importance of preparation for dealing with it if it does arrive.

The 2001 FMD epidemic in the UK. cost in-
dustry between $5-8 billion, and the damage
stemming from a similar outbreak in Canada is
pegged at up to $58 billion. With Canada ex-
porting 70 per cent of our swine production, we
are especially vulnerable to an FAD. Since FMD
represents a worst-case scenario in that regard,
Byra used it as a basis for this discussion.

Components of FAD Preparedness

1. Prevention: Whether it’s a head cold or a
deadly pig discase, the best way to deal with
an unwanted illness is by preventing it in the
first place. To that end, Byra recommended
the following for the pork industry:

¢ Encourage government to increase bor-
der control measures regarding illegal
importation of meat/products to a level
applied to illegal drugs, guns, money or
other trafficking, especially from high-
risk areas.

¢ Ensure that the risk of bioterrorism is
being addressed (sage advice for pro-
tecting human health as well!).

» Continue to ensure compliance with estab-
lished biosecurity measures. In particular,
visits to high-risk sources such as assem-
bly yards and auctions where commercial
agriculture and non-commercial farmers
mix should be minimized and followed by
appropriate sanitation measures. As with
PED, fomites such as vehicles and equip-
ment are the primary carriers of FMD.

¢ ldentify and manage the risks by moni-
toring potential international sources of
FADs and controlling the risk from ani-
mals, feed and other product sources.

2. Early Detection: If you can't prevent disease,
at least detect it as soon as possible to limit the
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Revelate™ is a unique, naturally occurring viable yeast scientifically selected and fed
to help support a balanced digestive systemn in swine, When fed as directed, Revelate
improves weight gain in piglets, It can be fed to the sow during gestation or straight
to young pigs. Feeding Revelate helps maintain optimal nutritional status, which can
positively affect intestinal equilibrium even during demanding times flke weaning.
Ask your Lallemand Animal Nutrition representative about Revelate today.
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