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Group Sow Housing Across Canada

What Have We Seen

Doug Richards / Dr. Jennifer Brown

National Sow Housing Conversion 
Project

Types of Operations
Primary Secondary Sow herd 

Maritimes 1 1200

Quebec 1 1 600 ‐ 850

Ontario 3 2 100 ‐ 1800

Manitoba 2 650 ‐ 3000

Saskatchewan 1 600

Alberta 1 275

Types of Operations
ESF Competitive

Maritimes (1) Schauer/
CanArm

Quebec (2) Schauer, Gestal

Ontario  (5) Nedap, Gestal
Weda
CanArm

Trough

Manitoba (2) Gestal, Big Dutchman

Saskatchewan (1) Nedap

Alberta (1) Nedap

Questions We Get Asked

• What type of ESF?
• Static or Dynamic groups?
• What type of flooring?
• Where do you put the drinkers?
• Water bowls or nipples?
• How deep / wide are the partition's?
• How wide are the alleyways?
• What about training?

New Brunswick

1200 sow
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Quebec

850 Sow

600 sow
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Geene farm

Ontario

1400 Sow
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650 sow

1800 sow
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220 sow

100 sow ‐ organic 
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Manitoba

3000 sow
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650 sow

Saskatchewan

600 sow
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Alberta

275 sow
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Renovation

100 sow
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250 sow Farrow to Finish 

850 Farrow to Early wean



9/14/2017

11



9/14/2017

12



9/14/2017

13

Flooring
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Durability

Built in 2004
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Ear Tags

RFID Reader

RFID Reader
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Partitions
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Sow Enrichment
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Training
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Water
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RFID Heat Detection/ Boar Stations
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Walk Through 
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TIPS



9/14/2017

30



9/14/2017

31



9/14/2017

32



9/14/2017

33

“I wish you’d wear a hat in there.  I’ve been 
looking all over for you!”

Group Sow Housing Across Canada

What Have We Seen

Questions ?


