Effective Strategies for Reducing
Aggression Among Group Housed

Sows
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“Wanally, when you walk into a breeding
area or gestation room when sows are noisy,
its. because, yeah, they're expecting feed,
and when people shiow up, it'§ usually close
to feeding time, and!they'te expecting feed.”
said!Di. Brown. “Butin groupliousing, tiey
don'tassociate people with feed| andias long-
as. they're getting their daily feed ration; it
doesn't matter: what's. going: on, they are
much: calmer. And' certainly being' able to.

move around/and choose a warmer area, or
choose: which sow they'te going to lie
against, there's obviously some social bene-
fits to that.”

She: said they've leamed that sows: are
sociall animals, and there's:a 1ot of ways. that
the: industry can manage them fo' improve
thieir sociall interaction.
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“We know they will fight when you mix
sows with a new individual, but just under-
standing why they do that, and what we can
do to reduce that aggression. I think we've
got a lot of information in our pocket now,
and now that feeding systems and pen
design have taken that into consideration, it's
not a problem,” she said.

The days of a hog farmer getting the ham-
mer, a two by four, a sheet of plywood and
banging them together to make a hog bam
are behind us.

“We're certainly seeing a lot of nice new
bams going up and even a lot of very decent
renovations,” said Dr. Brown “If we have
goad times in the hog industry and a produc-
er chooses to renovate, it's a time to right-
size your business. Sows are 5o productive
now, maybe you don't need as many sows,
or maybe you do want to expand, but then
you're also geing to expand your farrowing,
and make a new farrowing room.”

She said to right size a barn and adapted to
2 lot of things, the fact that sows are bigger
now than they used to be is a good thing. So,
to combine that with the move to groups is
just a positive thing for the industry, she

thinks.

In conclusicn, Dr. Brown said each pro-
ducer must consider space allowance,

“If you are cheap on space allowance, then
you are going to end up with problems
because when you're managing sows in a
group, they rmust have enough room that
they can avoid one another if they want to.
If you don't provide enough space, then

aggression is going to occur because they [FEEESS
can't prevent the bully. But if you give them SRS

sufficient space, which isn't a lot of space, or

add partitions and those sort of things, you SN

mnreduoeany aggression that you're going [§

to see,” she said.

Flooring is very important. A producer
should have floors that sows can move on
freely, that they're not going to catch their
feet and that sort of thing, so that's very
essential. Also important is how the produc-
er forms his groups, depending on the feed-
ing system he’s using. *

— By Harry Siemens

fits derived from a flourishing gut flora.

superior results in multiple species.

Bio-Lac since its development in 2001, continues to deliver

BioPLUS Anbiots, Bosecuore®s

maintain a healthy balance of

Beneficial Bacteria within the digestive system. lts unique combination of additives
increases livestocks absorption of nutrients from thier diet, maintains strong
appetites and growth performance as well as many other bene-

Naturally it’s A.L

. for the trust of it

. for the expertise of it
. for the approach of it

ALBERTA SWINE GENETICS CORPORATION
The A.l. Place . Phone: (780) 986-1250

Toll Free: 1-800-691-3060

* 20 « Praitie Hog Country - October/November 2017

Dr. Jennifer Brown, a Research
Scientist Ethology with the Prairie
Swine Centre said each producer
must consider space allowance.
“If you are cheap on space
allowance, then you are going to
end up with problems because
when you’'re managing sows in a
group, they must have enough
space that they can avoid one
another if they want t0.”
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